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be to fome nice and curious Palates now, I make no doubt 
but Things of a like Nature will afford an infinite Satis- 
faction to the Saints hereafter : that it will give them a vaft, 
and inconceivable Pleafure, when they get to Heaven, to 
have the Beauty of Divine PRovipeENcE laid open te 
their View ; To hear and fee how fome Events that 
are feemingly infignificant, and appear perfectly ca/val, have 
been order’d out in infinite Wifdom, and made fubfervient 
to very great, and excellent Defigns : and how a bare Ima- 
ginaticn, and miflaken Apprehenfion of Things has been fo 
far fet home, and made fuch Impreffions upon a great many, 
as to be a Adeans of their faving Converfion to Gon. 

But to return from this Digreffion, which I have been led 
further into, than I was aware of. 

As I was call’d abroad upon the Day next enfuing what I 
laft mentioned, it was fuprizing to obferve the Seriou/ne/i 
that appear’d in the Face of almoft every one I occafionally 
met with: and it feem’d as if there was hardly any fuch 
Thing as entring into a Houfe in which there was not fome 
poor wounded and diftrefs’d Soul ; and where there was not 
a greater or lefs Degree of Concern in all belonging to it, as 
to their fpiritual and eternal State. It was very affeéting to 
be call’d into one Family after another, as | was going along 
the Street, and entreated not to leave them till Prayer had 
been folemnly offer’d up to Gop on their Behalf. A divine 
Power was then fo plainly to be feen in what had come to 
pafs among us, that there was hardly any that dare open- 
ly and exprefly deny it. As for thofe who thro’ their 
own prevailing Corruptions, or the Infinuations and Perfua- 
fions of others foon grew into a Diftike of it, and have fince 
gone fo far as to pronounce the whole of it a Scene of 
Enthufiafm, and to look upon all as a Delufion ; their very 
Countenance and Behaviour then plainly fpoke the awful Ap- 
prehenfions they were under of its being from Gop. 

As we had Preaching for fome Time upon every Day ; fo 
we were greatly oblig’d to feveral of the neighbouring Mini- 
fiers, who readily granted us their Affiftance, till prevented 
by Indifpofition of Body, * or ’till the State of their own 
Flocks requir’d them at Home. 





* The Rev. Mr. BLun +t of New-Caftle, whilft labouring 


with great Di igence and Zeal was taken fick, and conti- 
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It was foon after this, having in a few Lines acquainted 
you } with our State, and requefted You would take this 
Opportunity to make us a Vifit ; that You came to us, and 
that as I truft in the Fulne/s of the Go/pel of Curist. As 
you were Call’d to minifter in public a/moff upon every Even- 
ing during your near threelVeeks Stay among us ; you can’t but 
fee Reafon to acknowledge to the Glory of Gop’s Grace, 
that he was pleas’d to own and blefs your Minifiry: that as 
fome were prick’d to the Heart under your Preaching, many 
others were fill’d with Peace and ‘fay in believing. And as 
the People here have a grateful Remembrance of your // ork 
of Faith, and Labcur of Love ; 1 am well affur’d they have 
fince been many of them making mention of you in their 
Prayers, as well as giving Thanks to Gop on your Behalf. 
We continued in much the fame State thro’ the Winter, that 
we were in when you leftus. Our A/emblies were always 
throng’d, and the Number of Commynicants from Time to 
Time greatly increas’d. 

Sometimes when a Difcourfe was very pathetical in itfelf, 
and in the Manner in which it was delivered, the Congrega- 
tion would be but /ittle mov’d ; and at other Tues when 
it was /e/s fo, there would be a con/iderable Stir. 

And here, as there have been various Reports {pread abroad 
concerning the great Stre/s that many have laid upon Out- 
cries, and fuch like publick Appearances ; I think it proper 
to declare that the People here have been infirufied io the 
contrary :; that they have been taught from the Beginnirg, 
that they ought always to avoid them, when it could be 
done without great Inconvenience to themfelves, and never 
needlefly obftruét the Attention of others. ‘That as Perfons 
might be effectually wrought upon by the Word, without any 
Thing of this Nature ; fo they may be put into an uncom- 
mon Degree of Terror, and fill’d witha great deal of Joy, 
under the hearing of it, and vet continue Strangers to a real, 
and faving Change. And left any fhould be fo horridly pre- 
fumptuous, as to feign any thing of the one, or the other ; 
they have been publickly and privately admonifh’d of the dar- 
ing Wickednefs of fuch a Praétice, and of the Danger they 
would hereby be brought under of being fuddenly made 
Monuments of divine Vengeance. 

t Mr. SHURTLEFF means the late Rev. Mr. COOPER. 
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But that fuch as have ever read the 4s of the Apoftles,that 
have there feen the Apoffle Perer’s Hearers fo many of 
them, prick’d at the Heart, and heard them faying in the 
Agony of their Souls, Men and Brethren, what fhall we do? 
and that have feen the Roman Govermour trembling in the 
Manner that he did under the preaching of the Apoftle Paut 
his Prifoner ; or that any who have read the well-attefted 
Accounts of this Nature that are related by the credible 
Author of the fulfilling of the Scripture ; or that have fo 
much as feena poor Sinner deeply diftrefs’d under the Bur- 
den of his Guilt 5 fhould think it ftrange, and even a Thing 
incredible, for any to be put under fuch a Commotion of 
Soul under the Minittry of the Word, as not to be able to 
forb>ar making a publick Di/covery of it ; has fometimes fill’d 
me with Surprize. ' 

And yet I am fenfible that fome well difpofed Perfons have 
been ftumbled at Things of this Kind. Iknow an IJnftance 
of thi, N cure, in one of our own Church; a Perfonof a 
g oc Capacity, and of confiderable Reading and Knowledge 
in divine Things, who for fome Time entertain’d latent Pre- 
judices againft the late religious Commotions, more particu- 
larly on Account of Perfons freaking out in Publick, and could 
not be perfwaded but that they might eafily avoid it, till Ex- 
perience taught him to the contrary. Upon the Morning of 
a Sabbath, a Day when the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
was to be adminiftred ; juft at the clofe of his fecret Devo- 
tions, (as he afterwards told me) he had his Sins difcover’d 
to himin fuch a Manner as they never were before, and an 
uncommon Darknefs and Horror fell upon him. In this for- 
rowful and diftrets’d State, he went to the Hau/fe of Gon. 
When the Celebration of the Sacrament came on, he had 
confiderable Reafonings in his Mind concerning hisTarrying, 
and at length concluded to ftay, but could not prevail with 
himfelf to receive. As foon as the Adminiftration was over, 
he could no longer forbear /peaking in the Grief and Bitter- 

nefs of his Soul, and breath’d out his Complaints to Gop 
in fuch a Manner 2s drew Tears from almoft every Perfon 
prefent ; and has fometimes fince been gonftrain’d to break 
out into fome foort Expreffions. He was under a great deal of 
Concern for his Soul while Youag, and put upon an early 
Retormation of his Life: He has defervedly had theCharacter 
of being /fricly suf in his Dealings, and has been a conftant 
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and fleddy Obferver of the Duties of divine Worfbip, in his 
Clofet, in his Family, and in Publick: But has been con- 
vine’d that he has bui/t too much upon the/eThings, and never 
till of late had the corrupt Fountain of bis own Heart fufhi- 
ciently laid open to his View. And from what he has now 
feen of himfelf, he has declar’d to me, that tho’ he has 
fometimes been in fome Meafure affected with the unkind 
and cruel Dfage of the blefled Jesus, and not been without 
fome fort of éndignation againft his Oppofers, Per fecutors, and 
Murderers ; that yet if he had liv’d intheir Day,and been of 
the fame Temper of Mind that he was when this Work 
firft began among us, he is perfwaded he fhould have ap- 
prov’d of them, if not made one among them. 

We are not without Inflances of other Profeffors who have 
been put off from their former Foundation ; andOthers who 
if their Hearts were before right with GOD,have been greatly 

uicken’d, and made more fervent in Spirit, ferving the 
ORD. 

But a great Part of thofe that have been remarkably 
wrought upen, are fuch as before had very little if any Thing 
of the Form and Appearance of Religion : and among thefe 
the divine Sovereignty has been very illuftrioufly difplay’d. 
Some of thofe whom we truft are favingly brought home, are 
fuch as have wander’d far from Gop. Some that have been 
very ignorant, and unthinking Perfons, and fome very young. 
They many of them, upon their firft being brought under 
Convidtion, manifefted a deep Senfe of their original, as well 
as aé?yal Sins ; complain’d fadly of the Wickedne/s of their 
hearts, and bewail’d their Sin in rejecting and making light 
ofa Saviour. There have been fome Jnfances of young 
Perfons that have fpoken feelingly of thefe Things, who have 
feem’d to have had but little humane Inftru@tion, and feldom 
to have been where fuch Things have been the Subjects 
of Difcourfe. 

As was at firf? fear’d and expeEled, it muft be confefs’d 
that fo it has happened to /ome that were brought under a 
ferious Concern for their Souls, that they have fallen off 
from their goodBeginnings,and are the famePerfons that they 
were before: and there are others who continuing under Con~ 
victions, feem to have proceeded no further. But there is 4 
confiderable Number who are exhibiting all the Evidence that 
can be expedited, of a real Converfion to Gon. , 
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I 2m not infenfible that there are thofe that reprefent Things 
in a different Light ; who would fain have it, that all that 
are look’d upon as Converts are nothing more than Im- 
poftors : and there are many Reports induftrioufly {pread 
abroad, to the Difadvantage of fome of the moft remarkable 
of them: But upon a thorough Inquiry, 1am perfwaded thefe 
Reports would be found to be without any juj/t and fufficient 
Foundation ; and that there is no impartial and experienced 
Perfon, but would he make-the Trial, upona free and inti- 
mate Converfation and Acquaintance with them, would fee 
Reajon to acknowledge them as /feady and exemplary 
Chriftians. 

As to the Place in general ; that there is an Alteration in it 
for the better, muft I think needs be own’d by every un- 
prejudic’d Obferver. That there is not'that profane Cur/ing 
and Swearing, which has formerly been ufual, has been ac- 
knowledged by fome who are far from being well affected to 
the prefentTimes. That theSabéath is more ftriétly obferv’d, 
is out of all manner of Difpute. Family \Worfhip where it 
was neglected, in a variety of Inftances is now fet up. 
Some that were manifeftly of a narrow, felfifh and worldly 
Spirit, and feem’d unwilling to part with any Thing of 
what they poffefs’d to any: good and charitable Ufe whatfo- 
ever ; appear now to have their Hearts much enlarg’d, and 
are ready to diftribute of their Sub{tance, as the Honour of 
Gop and the Wants of their Fellow-Chrittians have call’d 
for it. Many that have dealt difhone/ily, have not only ac- 
knowleg’d the Ivrorgs they have done, but made Re/fitution 
for them. Adufick and Dancing feems to be wholly laid 
afide. Where you might formerly have heard jovial, and it 
may be profane and objcene Songs ; you may now hear P/alms 
and Hymns of ‘raife {ung to Gop, and to our Lorp Jesus 
Curist. 

But now allowing it to be fo, fome are ready to fay, there 
is that to be put in the oppofite Scale, which if it does not 
outweigh ail that has been faid, will at leaft bring Things 
upon an even Ballance. 

But upon a fair Examination, I prefume it will be found 
to be far dtherwife. As for that Pride and Vanity that is 
chare’d upon thofe who have been wrought upon in the late 
Times, it feems to be much magnifyed ; tho’ it is not un- 
likely that fome have difcover’d too great a Tincture of it : 
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A Degree hereof is what new Converts have. been always 
liable to. It is what the Apoftles caution’d fuch againft ; 
what they fhould ever be warn’d to beware of ; and what 
they ufually themfelves foon fee, and lament. 

And then as to that uncharitable, and cenforious Spirit 
that is faid to prevail among them ; wherein they have been 
too ready to make their own Experiences in every Circum- 
fiance a Standard whereby to determine the Cafe of others, 
or wherein they have upon any Account gone too far in fuf- 
petting and judging their State (of which there may be too 
many Inftances) they are to be blam’d, and have many of 
them been brought to /ee, and rerall their Error. But 
every one is Cried out unon as uncharitable by fome, who do 
not look upon all to be good Chriftians, and in a fafeEftate, 
that profefs to believe the Gofpel, let their particular Belief 
and Practice be almoft what it will: efpecially for any to 
deny that an external Conformity to the Precepts of it, is not 
fufficient to bring a Manto Heaven: To declare that Mens 
blamelefs Lives, and good Morals will not fave them: that 
they may goa great Way, and do a great many Duties in 
Religion, and yet be but almoft Chriftians, and finally mif- 
carry : that what they do in Religion muft {pring from a 
vital Principle within : that they mutt be born of Gop, and 
be Partakers of his Image in this World, or they are unfit 
for Communion with him, and muft neceflarily fall fhort of 
Happinefs in another World. This is condemn’d by fome 
as rafh judging, and thought to be nothing better than enthy- 
fiaftick Madnefs : whereas they are the 7 ords of TRUTH and 
SOLERNESS. 

And then there is one Thing more, that is often fpoken 
of as an illEffect of what we fome of us can’t but efteem as the 
Revival of Religion among us ; and thatis, that there is a 
great deal of Quarrelling, “and contending occafion’d by it. 
And as to this, tho’ thro’ the unmerited Favour of Heaven, 
there has not been fo much of it Sere, as in other Places ; I 
don’t pretend to affirm that we have been wholly free from 
it. It’s poffible, that fome ferious and pious Perfons, (tho’ 
they have been often caution’d againft it) may froma well 
meant Zeal have been too ready to engage in Difputes, and 
too warm in the Profecution of them. And then thofe that 
have been the Subjeéts or Encouragers of the Work that 
has been going on among us, have for this very Reafun fall’a 
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under the Anger and ill Will of many of their Acquaintance; 
and it may be of fome of their nearRelations ; and hence un- 
comfortable Animofities have arifen : But then is this any 
Thing more than muft have been expected, fuppofing the 
Work to be from Gop ? Tho’ it be the accidental, yet it 
it the faulty Caufe of thefe Contentions? Is it more char- 
geable with them, confider’d in it felf, than the fir’ Preach- 
sug and Propagating of the Go/pel was, with the Hatreds, the 
Divifions, and Perfecutions which our BLESSED SAVIOUR 
foretold fhould be occafion’d by it, and which we are fure 
follow’d from it? Put then, tho’ this Work thro’ theCor- 
ruptions of Men may have accidentadly been the Occafion of 
Diffention as to fome ; what a /weet, and agreable Harmony 
has it from its own native Tendency produc’d among others ? 
I have known of Jong, and fetmingly deep Antipathies that 
have been at once laid afide. Such as before did not care for 
the Sight one of another, upon their cafual meeting under 
this divine, Influence, have receiv’d one another with the 
tender eft Affetiion, and difcover’d an uncommon Complacency 
in each other. 

I have told you, that we remain’d much in the fame Situ- 
ation thro’ the Winter atter you left us, that we were in 
when you went from us : But during the Courfe of theSpring, 
and fo of the Summer 1742, and Autumn following,tho’ fome 
that had for a confiderable Time been under Darknefs, and 
Diftrefs, were brought into Light and Joy ; there was but 
now and then one that was brought under any new Concern. 
But thro’ the Winter 1742,3. Inftances ef this Nature were 
fomething more frequent, and there feem’d to be a general 
Revival of that /erious Concern as to eternal Things which had 
appear’d for fome Time to decline. 

We had many fweet and delightful Sabbaths. And the 
bleffed Jesus has richly feafted many of his dear Difciples at 
fundry of our monthly Communions. THe Kina has brought 
them into his Chambers : they bave rejoyc’d and been glad in him: 
His Ranmer over them bas been Leve : They have fat under bis 
Shadow with great Delight, and his Fruit bas been fweet to 
sheir Tafle. 

(To be continued. } 





